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areas, all manner of experiments and demonstrations—
varieties of seed, variations in ploughing and cultivating,
manures of various kinds and prepared in different ways—
can be carried out in small plots and by the pupils them-
selves. Only in this way will the devil of fatalism and the
tyranny of custom be driven out, and the villager learn
how much, by the use of brains, skill and hard work, he
can control or influence the workings of nature in his
fields.
The objective of the village school has often been stated
as the spread of literacy. The spread of good citizenship
is a worthier objective with the attainment of literacy as a
by-product. The health and peace of the village are largely
matters of discipline, self-respect, and self-control, and these
are the result of the careful teaching, in early life, of clean
and regular habits and a tidy and disciplined school routine.
The teaching of health knowledge and the putting of this
knowledge into practice in daily life must always be one
of the major objectives of education and is even more
important than the achievement of literacy. Fortunately,
the teaching and practising of cleanliness and of clean habits
is one of the very best media for the education of small
children and is, in fact, almost the only discipline to which
at the tenderest ages they are amenable. The laying of the
foundations of self-control and self-respect is done by this
teaching and, of course, the first teacher of all these things
should be the mother. But till she is herself trained, she
obviously cannot undertake it, and so a double responsi-
bility rests on the school teacher. Strong healthy children
are far easier to teach than weak or sickly ones—in fact
underfed or ailing children get very little benefit whatever
from school—so that as a mere matter of self-interest the
teacher should be interested in the health of his school.

